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CHUF Champions Challenge is an entrepreneurial competition where 
teams of employees, individuals, schools, universities and community 
groups aim to raise £5,000 each for the Children’s Heart Unit Fund. 
The CHUF Champions Challenge sees teams of people compete to turn 
ideas and enthusiasm into funds raised in support of babies and children 
born with or who develop heart conditions. The winning team will be 
crowned CHUF Champions at our awards ceremony and will  
not only hold the title of CHUF  
Champions for the year, but will  
enjoy an exclusive team prize.

What is the 

?



CHUF’s mission is to make life better for children and young 
people who are born with or develop heart conditions by 
providing lifelong support to them and their families.

This is achieved by supporting the children and families who 
receive treatment from the Children’s Heart Unit staff based 
at Freeman Hospital by raising vital funds for large and small 
pieces of equipment, facilities, aftercare, salaries and research.

CHUF’s mission is achieved by supporting the Children’s 
Heart Unit at Freeman Hospital and their patients by raising 
vital funds for large and small pieces of equipment, facilities, 
aftercare, salaries and research. The Heart Unit treats over four 
thousand patients each year from all over the UK. It is one of only 
two children’s heart transplant units and is the only unit capable 
of providing all the services that might be necessary, from 
diagnosis to closing holes in the heart or heart transplantation – 
regardless of whether it is an unborn baby, a child or an adult who 
was born with heart disease.

In 2016, CHUF extended its reach to the six other District 
General hospitals in the Northern region.

How your 
Fundraising  
will help



Once established, team members work 
together to draw up a business plan, working 
with the CHUF team to establish that their 
ideas and plans will make for profitable 
fundraising. They then implement and 
promote their own mini-enterprise, event or 
fundraising plan. A host of teams from across 
the North East and even the country will then 
compete against each other to raise the 
most money in the most inventive way.

Your investment of time and effort will in no 
time begin to reap rewards and generate 
much needed funds in support of CHUF.

As a small charity achieving big things, 
we are perfectly placed to support your 
CHUF Champion team to turn your initial 
investment into incredible fundraising. 
Along the way, the challenge will offer 
the opportunity to generate PR and 
coverage of your company and the 
work CHUF is doing to support Heart  
Heroes and their families in your locality.

How does the 
CHUF Champions 
Challenge work?
The Challenge brings teams of aspiring entrepreneurs, 
from graduates to senior managers together to turn 
ideas and enthusiasm into vital funding for the Children’s 
Heart Unit.



What are the benefits to your 
company and employees?
By competing to be crowned CHUF Champions, you will not only be 
raising vital funds for the Children’s Heart Unit Fund, each of you also 
has the chance to develop your own entrepreneurial skills, to use your 
creativity and imagination and highlight your potential to those within 
your workplace.

You will have the opportunity to demonstrate and build key 
skills such as:

Working with CHUF is an excellent way of aligning your business to a 
well-respected local charity. You’ll help to achieve big things in support 
of the Children’s Heart Unit at the Freeman Hospital and CHUF’s work with 
other hospitals supporting babies and children with heart conditions.

Our history of successful corporate partnerships provides testimony to 
the mutual benefits of partnering with CHUF. The CHUF Champions 
Challenge will provide an excellent way of raising your business profile, 
building up new contacts and networking both internally  
and externally.

John Hodgson – CHUF ‘n’ Builders:

“I’m confident I speak for all member organisations of CHUF-n-
Builders when I say that corporate social responsibility is no longer 
a ‘tick box’ exercise. Our relationship with CHUF has helped us 
all to improve our core values. Having a common purpose has 
strengthened our collaborative processes by working towards a 
common charitable cause.” 

•	 Leadership
•	 Team work
•	 Project management
•	 Strategic thinking
•	 Planning
•	 Negotiation
•	 Problem solving



What kinds of 
activities are 
involved?
To be part of CHUF Champions Challenge is to provide your team with 
the opportunity to develop skills and relationships which will benefit 
your business long after the CHUF Champions are crowned.

During the Challenge, teams work together to decide which activity to 
do, how they will practically go about raising the money and who will 
do what. Innovation, creativity and team work are all vital.

•	 Sponsored events, i.e. entering  
a team in the Great North Run or 
a triathlon event.

•	 Organising a Family fun day

•	 Raffling extra Annual leave

•	 Payroll giving

•	 Organising a Fashion show

•	 Holding coffee mornings

•	 Sports days amongst staff

•	 Football tournaments

•	 Auctions

•	 Bag packs

•	 Raffles

•	 And many more

Ideas for fundraising could range from:



What support  
will my team get?
CHUF will provide you with a dedicated account manager to help 
support your fundraising, providing advice and guidance to ensure your 
fundraising is compliant and profitable. You’ll get extra support from our 
skilled & experienced team too. We will provide T-shirts and publicity 
merchandise as well as ongoing support with PR and awareness raising.

The CHUF Champions Challenge will begin with a  
networking breakfast providing an opportunity to 
find out more, inspire your team onto great things 
and meet other companies competing to be 
crowned CHUF Champions.

Mid way through the challenge we will gather 
all teams together again for a networking lunch, 
designed to give you the opportunity to share 
learning and maximise the second half of the 
challenge. Finally, at our end of challenge awards 
ceremony, all teams will gather together to 
celebrate your amazing achievements and find out 
which team has been crowned CHUF Champion!



At CHUF we work in partnership with companies across a wide range 
of industries. We aim to provide workplaces with the opportunity to 
increase their corporate social responsibility credentials and engage staff. 
By partnering with CHUF and entering a team into the CHUF Champions 
Challenge, your workplace can benefit whilst raising vital funds for 
our work to improve the lives of babies and children born with or who 
develop heart conditions.

Whether your workplace is new to charity fundraising or you have a wealth 
of experience, taking part in the CHUF Champions Challenge promises to 
be rewarding and engaging.

We couldn’t do what we do without the help of our amazing corporate 
partners. We work with companies across the UK, developing a tailored 
plan for each workplace, designed to ensure that your workforce is 
engaged and that our partnership is mutually beneficial. We will work with 
your team to ensure your plans align with your business’ strengths, and 
meet your charitable goals, organisational objectives and most importantly, 
engage staff and where appropriate, your customers.

For more information or to enter a team into the CHUF Champions 
Challenge, please get in touch on 0191 281 3166 or info@chuf.org.uk

Why choose to be 
part of the CHUF 
Champions Challenge?


